LOCH VENACHAR SAILING CLUB COMMITTEE MEETING 

Minutes of meeting of 26th June 2007 at Stirling Management Centre 7.30pm

PRESENT:      Margaret Galloway Jim Galloway Keith Wilson Tony Gorzkowski     Jill Gorzkowska    Geoff Storer             Shona Storer Alex Hood  Charlie Bateman     

APOLOGIES:


Sandy Milroy     Zena Milroy     Alastair Wilson   Ian Young
Mhari Wilson,  Susan Graydon   Carol Wells   

 

1. Minutes 

Corrections to the minutes of the meeting of 23rd May were noted as follows: Item 4- Susan Graydon would investigate costs and specifications for cleaning , and the Committee would check with Susan to see whether she had proposed this for the whole Club or just the Kitchen.
Item 11- the minute did not make clear that this referred to the organisation of the pirate fun day. Item 7-The Sailability event is Saturday 14th July not 15th.  

The Minutes from the meeting of 23rd May were approved. Proposed by Tony Gorzkowski    and seconded by Alex Hood

2. Matters Arising

All items were dealt with in the main agenda.

3. Office Bearer’s Reports
3.1 Commodore

The Committee noted the recent conviction and imprisonment of former member, committee member and instructor Tim Dixon on charges relating to the downloading and possession of child pornography. Alex Hood reported that the Training Centre had only become aware of this in the last few days and he had been in contact with both Walter Biggin as previous Training centre principal and Jane Scott RYA to discuss the implications (if any) for the Training centre and the club. The Committee noted that the training centre had discussed the matter at a meeting the previous night, attended by John Nicholson who had provided the club with advice on its child protection policy.

After discussion it was agreed that there did not appear to be any implications in respect of the Club’s Child protection policy. The offences related to Tim Dixon’s personal life and did not appear to have any connection to any of his past activities at the club. Tim Dixon had resigned in December and as there was no indication that any Committee members or Training centre personnel had any knowledge of this matter until very recently It was agreed that a letter should be sent to Club members advising them of the matter and providing them with re-assurance that the club had in place a robust and effective Child protection policy. John Nicholson had provided an initial suggestion and Geoff Storer agreed to produce an expanded draft which would be circulated to Committee members and to Walter Biggin and Jane Scott for advice and comment. It was agreed that a sub Committee meeting comprising the office bearers and Alex Hood would meet on Monday or Tuesday the next week to finalize the letter to members. It was also agreed that Geoff Storer would prepare a press statement to issue if there were any Media enquiries and that this would be finalized at this meeting. It was agreed that Alex Hood would on behalf of the Training centre ensure that the diary sheets showing Tim Dixon’s involvement in training courses over recent years were available in the event of any legitimate enquiries.
3.2 
Secretary Report

Alistair Wilson had tendered his apologies for the meeting.  

3.2.1
There were no new membership applications.

3.2.2 
Spanish Water Dog Club Request.

Alistair had circulated the response from this organisation requesting use of the club premises The committee was concerned that not all its questions had been answered. It was agreed that the item would be carried forward.

3.2.3
Active Stirling Youth Project

Alistair had circulated a letter requesting a taster session of sailing at the club.  It was agreed that this should be supported. Margaret Galloway will contact the organisation to identify a suitable weekend. Volunteers will be needed to support this and do not have to be instructors. 

3.3
Treasurer’s Report

Susan Graydon had submitted her apologies. Tony Gorzkowski reported that he expected to receive the £450.00 from loch Earn for use of the rescue boats at the Brown cup shortly.

3.4 
Sailing Secretary Report 

3.4.1
Jim Galloway reported a continued high level of activity an the racing front.

3.4.2
Junior members had successfully represented the club and their schools at the Brown cup.  Notable achievements were Michael Gorzkowski winning the handicap class and Mhairi Wilson getting 14th in the Toppers. Loch Earn were planning a training weekend before the event next year

Thanks were recorded to Michael Gorzkowski for running the Laser coaching Clinic. This had been a great success and was much appreciated.

4. Clubhouse
4.1
In Susan Graydon’s absence the cleaning of the kitchen issue will be left to the next meeting.

4.2
Charlie Bateman advised that the builder who we were engaging to repair the roof had been in touch and he would seek to progress this.

4.3
It was noted that when the water supply had dried up last that taps had been left on causing minor flooding when the water came back on.  A note will be put in Venews reminding people to switch off taps before they leave.

5. Catering
It was noted that Carol Wells is successfully chasing up people to do their catering duties but has also stepped into the gap herself on several occasions. The Committee recorded its thanks to here for doing this and also special thanks to here for painting the bench outside the clubhouse. 

6. Training
6.1
The Rotary Barbeque was on Wednesday evening and several members would be present to give sailing trips to those who wanted to participate. 

6.2
Alex Hood reported that 4 Toppers and  a rescue dory would be loaned to loch Earn for their training week. Keith Wilson will deal with the transport. 

6.3
It was agreed that we would not go ahead with the request for a loan of rescue boats to the BG Energy Challenge event at Loch Ard. The organisers had baulked at our suggestion of £600 for payment and were uncertain about precise arrangements.  The event was not a sailing event and the club did not consider it to be a relevant activity to support.

6.4
Peter Bennet had requested the use of a wayfarer dinghy during July and to moor it at his fishing harbour during that period.  It was agreed to allow this for a payment of £40.00 with the proviso that it was available for any club events as required.

6.5
Jane Scott has been in touch abut a primary schools introduction to sailing event in September. It was agreed that we would support this in principal but we needed more information.

6.6
Instructors had been asked for their availability for the September courses.  It looked likely that a 2 boat adult course and a junior course could operate. Dates were 8th/9th and 15th/16th September.

7. Events
The next event was the Sailability event on the 14th July

8. IT
Work is still on going but is hampered because people keep on switching off the computer which should be left on. A note about this will be put in Venews.

9. Sailability

On 14th July, there will be an Active Stirling Disabled Sailors Training Day from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sandy Milroy is organising assistance.

10. Venews

The last day for publication within this month’s magazine will be 14th July. An article on the Brown Cup was required. Greg Shaw would be asked for information on the Finn worlds event which he attended. 

11. Junior Issues
Mhairi Wilson is working on the Pirate Fun day and an advertisement went in the last Venews   

12. Bosuns 

12.1 
Thanks to Alex Hood for retrieving the “x” mark. Alex reported that the Central Scotland Police underwater diving team had retrieved the rudder for his “Kelpie”

12.2
Walter Biggin has sourced some chain.

13. Social
The new members night was a success and was well attended.

14. AOCB
14.1 Charlie Bateman will check the oil level in the tank and order filling if required.

14.2 4.2 Jim Galloway reported that the work for the water supply trench could go ahead as soon a the water level fell sufficiently although the recent rains have made this a more distant event.

14.3 Tony reported that the RYA zone championships would now feature windsurfing and the windsurfers wanted to hold a training event at the club on 18th and 19th August.  It was agreed that as this did not involve anything other than use of the club premises and possibly use of club marks it should be facilitated. It was agreed that club windsurfing members should be notified so that they could have an opportunity to participate.

The meeting closed at 9.45pm.

