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LVSC Club Fleet 

 

The arrival of the two new 

Wayfarers prompts me to write a bit 

about the small fleet of boats that 

the club owns. We have a varied 

selection of dinghies to suit all sizes 

and abilities. 

 

Some of these boats have been 

purchased by the club and others 

have been donated or otherwise 

acquired with the intention of 

providing a fleet suitable to provide 

training to all levels of the RYA 

National Sailing Scheme. 

 

As well as meeting the training 

requirement, the club has been keen 

to provide a varied fleet which allows new sailors a chance 

to try out various classes before deciding which is the best 

design for them, before purchasing their own boat. 

Consequently, when they are not required for courses, all of 

the dinghies are available for hire to members. The computer 

in the main club room is the main way into the system, 

although you can also book online at : http://

www.venachar.org.uk/booking 

 

So, what do we have ? 

 

Basic Trainers: 

 

Wayfarers: Two brand spanking new boats, ñBen Lediò & 

ñBen Venueò. These are the latest incarnation of the well 

tried and tested Ian Proctor design, they were constructed by 

Hartley Boats who also built our Kestrel 2000. Much debate 

was had, and advice sought, about replacements for the 

original second hand Wayfarers which served us well as 

basic trainers over 15 seasons. The bulk of opinion is that 

you can't better the Wayfarer. 

 

Wayfarer World:  ñBen Anò. Purchased with Lottery 

assistance, she was our first new 

dinghy. The Wayfarer World is an 

evolution of the basic Wayfarer 

design to allow experience of the 

asymmetric spinnaker. 

 

Optimists (or "Oppies")  - 

Currently the fastest growing class 

in the club ! For our smallest 

"young sailors". There are two 

types at the club: 

 

Race Oppies: 

These are much lighter and quicker 

but also more fragile! We have two 

in the fleet, usually used by better 

sailors during the  ELVs and 

Osprey sessions on Sunday 

mornings. They can also be hired at other times and made 

available for use at coaching sessions elsewhere, e.g. whilst 

deciding whether to invest in your own one! 

 

Toppers: Mainstay of the YS1/2/3 courses for many years, 

we have eight of these available - some 

with full racing rig. Great for the taller "young sailors" and 

smaller adults who want a taste of 

single handing. 

 

Intermediate Trainers: 

 

Enterprise : ñRippleò. Mainstay of the Intermediate fleet 

for many years the Enterprise fleet is now reduced to a 

single member. Another classic design, this time by Jack 

Holt, the Enterprise is an ideal next step for those who have 

learned to sail on the Wayfarers. She was used for the Level 

3 and Seamanship courses, but has now been retired and is 

available for hire every weekend. 
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Contacts: 

Commodore Alex Hood 01786 833915 alex@venachar.org.uk 

Secretary Katie Fox 01786 842101 secretary@venachar.org.uk 

Training  Patricia Collins  01786 834028  bookings@venachar.org.uk 

Venews  Greg Shaw  01259-752769  finnracing@btinternet.com 
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RS Feva: We have two Feva's, The RS Feva is a two person sailing dinghy designed by Paul Handley. Simple to rig and easy to 

sail yet gives great performance with an asymmetric spinnaker. The Feva has spread rapidly all around the world and has train-

ing and racing programmes for novices through to world championship level racing The RS Feva has been chosen by many 

schools and clubs globally, and it is an ISAF International Class, an RYA Recognized Junior class. The boat is suitable to be 

sailed by two young sailors or by adult and child teams, the Feva may also be sailed single handed. 

 

Laser 2000: ñTigger Twoò. Bought to allow members the chance to experience racing in the club's most popular two hander 

class the 2000 is docile and forgiving for novices yet an exhilarating sail for more advanced sailors. Used for all courses from 

Level 3 onwards . 

 

Intermediate/Advanced Trainers: 

 

Laser: The Laser One is a popular class of small sailing dinghy The design, by Bruce Kirby, emphasizes simplicity and per-

formance. We have two of these. One is very much up to the minute with full XD Rig, the other a much older version with the 

original rig. Both have options for full and Radial rigs and there is one 4.7 rig to allow de-powering to suit the competence and 

weight of the helm. 

 

Laser II :  Two examples  of this double-handed version of the Laser  in the fleet. This is a quick, exhilarating dinghy that differs 

from the Laser in that it has a jib, conventional  spinnaker and a trapeze for the crew. Used for all courses from Level 3 they can 

be used by teenagers and adults. 

 

Kestrels: Again two examples of this fast cruiser/racer are available . ñDooò is the older Mk II design, while the Kestrel 2000 is 

the latest stronger and stiffer design with all the controls led back to the thwart. Used on all courses from Level 3 onwards. Con-

ventional spinnaker. The 2000 has a trapeze, but this isn't class legal for racing. 

 

Buzz: ñFalling with Styleò. Aptly named ! This boat was bought from a departing member specifically with the Performance 

Sailing course and the best(/daftest) of the youth sailors in mind. She hasn't been much used over the past few seasons, to the 

point that we were thinking of selling her. However, a couple of members have suggested that we give her one last chance.  The 

Buzz can be an exhilarating boat to sail and is claimed to be a safe starting point for sailing novices. The boat has good perform-

ance, making it suitable for racing by more experienced crews. Asymmetric spinnaker. 

 

So there you have it ï an extensive club fleet. Bookings can be made online at http://www.venachar.org.uk/booking or from the 

computer in the club room. You may find that boats are block booked during training and coaching weekends. 

 

 

Boatyard Grumbles. 

 

Couple of niggles from the boatyard have been brought to my attention in the past week. One of the club boats has been hit and 

damaged. This came to light as it was being shown to a prospective buyer ! Not good. 

 

Also, when somebody had been re-arranging parked boats in the 

ñsmall boatsò area, one had been left partially resting on another. 

No damage this time ï but had the top one moved it could have 

been a different story. 

 

Please be considerate of other boats when you are moving them. I 

know the small boats area can be a real pain, but we do have 

plans to improve that part of the boatyard soon. 

 

If you do have a bump, then please let a committee member 

know. They should be able to help work out who the injured party 

is, so that you can, at least, apologise. 

 

Same goes for the car park ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alex 

http://www.venachar.org.uk/booking
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OUR NEW WAYFARERS 
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You are cordially invited to a meeting of 
the club at Stirling University Management 
Centre on Tuesday 6th September 2011 at 
7:30pm to consider the future development 
of the Club.  
The club has long had a \"Development 
Plan\", sometimes covering 3 years, some-
times 5. The last one was written while 
Jill was commodore and is due for renewal.  

Since the last plan was written we have gained quite a 
number of new members and seen a huge growth in the Sunday 
Morning youth coaching programme (ELVs and Ospreys).  
Over the 25 years that I have been a member we have moved 
from being a small club (albeit with big aspirations) with 
a wooden club house, and one rescue boat, to what we have 
today. While many individual members have worked incredi-
bly hard to bring projects to fruition, ideas have gener-
ally come from the membership.  
Some of you will know that in a couple of years time we 
will be starting negotiations with the estate regarding 
the renewal of our lease. Against this background, it 
would be useful for future committees to have a clear idea 
of how the current membership would like to see the club 
develop.  
We need to consider Racing, Training/Coaching, Sailabilty 
and Community Involvement.  
Please keep 6th September free in your diaries and come 
along and make your contribution.  
Thanks,  
Alex  
 
RSVP  to alex@venachar.org.uk  

Strategic Review  

mailto:alex@venachar.org.uk
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The Bill Swaine Memorial Cup  

 

Following the very sad loss of Bill 

earlier this year, the club has re-

cieved a fine quaich from his wife 

Heather, to be awarded annually to a 

suitable sailor at the club. Those 

members who were fortunate to know 

Bill for longer than the few years 

that I managed, are clear in their memory of his enthusiasm for the "Cup" 

events in the clubs calendar.  

Accordingly I have decided that the inaugural award of the Bill Swaine 

Cup in Nov of this year shall be to the person(s) highest placed over the 

combined June and Autumn Cups. Might make for interesting results, as 

Bill would have wished.  

 

However this is just as an introduction of what will, I believe, become one 

of the clubs most prestigious awards and as such I think it only proper 

that the Club decides its long term target(s). In 8 years membership I 

have very much come to understand that our club would not exist in its 

present form, if at all, without Bill`s guiding hand. He was a club man so it 

should be up to the whole club to decide just how he is remembered.  

 

 

 

Ideas please, no matter how daft you think it might be, it might be right.  

 
 

          Keith Wilson 
 
 
 

#7?B?D= #;9H;J7HO§I xEBKCD             
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By the time you read this, we should have taken 

delivery of our new Wayfarers, courtesy of the 

Lottery Awards for All scheme. We are very 

excited by these new additions to the training 

fleet as our Wayfarer fleet is becoming some-

what elderly. Indeed two of the current crop 

were our original basic trainers funded by a Lot-

tery award and these were second hand at the 

time. 

 

The new boats are the very latest incarnation of 

the class which has been designed and devel-

oped by Hartley Boats. Those of you who are 

familiar with the Kestrel 2000 ï also built by 

Hartley Boats ï will appreciate the build quality 

of this boat builder. 

 

We are all looking forward to playing with 

these new toys and deploying them within the training centre. 

On that note we have some courses coming up in September that will make good use of these, so if you 

want to be among the first to sail in these, sign up soon. 

 

We are holding Level 3 and Seamanship Courses on 17/18th Sept and 24th/25th Sept respectively. 

If you have done a Level 2 course recently you should do the Level 3 course as this will hone the rusty bits 

and build confidence in your sailing. Probably the best new course that the RYA has introduced in a long 

time. 

 

Seamanship is the course that rounds off your sailing before your attempt the more advanced, performance 

stuff. All sailors who have done their Level 3 in past year should sign up for this course. Fabulous course, 

instructors love doing it. 

 

We are also running the more advanced junior courses of YS3 and YS4 over the same weekends. These are 

for our younger sailors who already hold YS2 qualifications or equivalent. Smashing courses which intro-

duce double handed sailing and more advanced techniques. A real must if you are serious about your sail-

ing. 

 

On the Powerboat side, we had to cancel our July course through lack of interest. This has been scheduled 

on the programme as an overspill for the spring courses. The next course is November 12/13th. 

If you are interested in any of these courses, please book now, as we need to ensure that we have the re-

sources to run these sessions. 

 

The online booking form is available at http://www.venachar.f2s.com/bookings/entry.php 

Book now to avoid disappointment. 

And finally... We now have four new Assistant Instructors ï Fiona Fingland, Rachel Dingley, Craig 

Fingland and Euan Scott. They have now started on the path which will, hopefully, lead to Dinghy Instruc-

tor and beyond. I know you will joining me in congratulating these young sailors in this notable achieve-

ment.  

Ian Young 

Training Center 

http://www.venachar.f2s.com/bookings/entry.php
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INTERNATIONAL CHILDRENõS GAMES 

LANARKSHIRE 2011  
 

Back in April, I received an email from David Kent of the Scottish Sailing Institute asking if I would step in as Race Officer at 

the sailing event of the ICG at Strathclyde Loch in August of this year. This was a last minute request as the scheduled race offi-

cer had to step down due to ill health. Sounded like a good idea and as it was a childrenôs event, how could I refuse? Now I had 

never heard of the ICG, far less that it was being held jointly by North and South Lanarkshire Little did I know the scope and 

prestige of the event. 

 

There followed several months of finessing what was already a well planned event and emails winged to and fro between David 

Kent, the team at Strathclyde Loch and me. The Notice of Race had been published and the Sailing Instructions were being final-

ised. 

 

June dawned and a meeting of technical directors was scheduled of which, I found out when I arrived, was my official title. 

Jings, this is serious stuff.  It was at this meeting, that I discovered just how big an event this was going to be and how seriously 

it was being taken. 

 

As a result of that meeting we also added an International Judge and a qualified mark layer to the team. 

 

This was to be a 3 day event Friday to Saturday, with a meeting of the technical directors at 8:00am on the Thursday. The rest of 

the Thursday was taken up with looking at possible locations for courses ï Strathclyde Loch was built for rowing and is limited 

in length ï and amendments to the sailing instructions. For Neil Wilkie (the mark layer) and me the games had well and truly 

begun. 

 

Thursday evening saw the opening ceremony at Motherwell Football ground which was full to capacity. We were treated to the 

parade of athletes ï all 1100 of them from 74 cities in 37 countries Canada had teams from 8 cities and the US 6 ï as you would 

expect. Sports included football, volleyball, swimming, golf, judo and athletics ï and of course sailing. 

 

Just as we were beginning to suffer from parade fatigue the final participants took their places in the stand and the Games Flame 

was lit. Although this was somewhat spoiled by the number of photographers around the dais, it was the symbol that game was 

truly on. 

 

After some rousing music from a Skye Gaelic rock band and a choir the climax was over 500 school children dancing on the 

park. 

 

After that it was down to business with three long days of racing ahead. The classes were Laser 4.7 and Optimist and all the din-

ghies for the event were supplied by Laser and were straight out of the box. 

 

Although the Friday dawned bright with decent breeze, the forecast for the following two days was not good and, in consultation 

with the sailors, coaches and project team, we decided to try and run five races for each of the classes on Day1. Thanks to the 

members from Strathclyde Loch SC who ably assisted on the committee boat and the rest of the on the water team, we managed 

5 races and despite a number of OCS things were running to plan. At least if the winds fell too light we would have a regatta. 

 

Day 2 ï no wind ï and racing postponed after an hour of sitting on the water. It was never to fill in that day. No early bath for us 

though as one of the sailors appealed for redress for two OCS. After 3 hours, both appeals were denied. A sore lesson for the 

youngster involved. 

 

Day 3. Some wind and sufficient for us to run 3 races by 12 noon and complete the regatta. 

 

In terms of numbers, it was a small event ï only 8 teams for each class ï but the racing was competitive and of a good standard 

with close contests right down the fleet. 

 

The numbers were down on the previous year and it was surprising that there were no sailors in the Edinburgh team. 

 

It was a privilege to be part of this event and although the press did not give it the coverage that it truly deserved, the counties of 

North and South Lanarkshire should be congratulated on their ambition and vision in leading this event. The young people who 

participated did so with great spirit and clearly enjoyed themselves, regardless of where the finished each race. 

 

The next games are in South Korea in 2012 so if you live in Edinburgh or Lanarkshire ï make sure you are involved. 

 

Some photographs of the on the water activity can be seen at http://www.flickr.com/photos/ianjyoung/sets/72157627246398761/ 

And the official ones at 

 http://www.flickr.com/photos/icg-lanarkshire2011/sets/72157627221722919/ 

 

Ian Young 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/ianjyoung/sets/72157627246398761/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/icg-lanarkshire2011/sets/72157627221722919/
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Monday 15 August 2011  
 

Aye Aye Captain!  
Kids check out their ósailabilityô with Ac-

tive Stirling taster sessions  
 

It was all hands on deck as more than 50 children with physical, sensory and learning disabilities 

took part in a series of sailing days organized by Active Stirling, in partnership with the Loch 

Venachar Sailing Club. 

óSailabilityô which provided its intrepid participants, their family and friends, with taster sessions in 

sailing and maritime navigation, has been heralded a huge success - with plans already afloat to 

return again next year!  

The sessions, which ran during July and the first week of August, were run by qualified instruc-

tors and the boats were specially adapted to allow for ease of use and to meet the needs of their 

mini Captains. 

Jennifer Livingstone at Active Stirling, who organized the events was delighted at the turnout and 

overall success. She said: ñIt was great to see so many young people and adults have such an 

enjoyable experience throughout the Sailability taster sessions.  

 

ñThe volunteers from Loch Venachar Sailing Club did an excellent job at ensuring everyone was 

catered for and creating such a positive atmosphere. A massive thank you must go to everyone 

at the club who was involved in running the Sailability sessions." 

 

For further information on becoming a member of Loch Venachar Sailing Club or on any other 

disability sport programmes that Active Stirling have to offer, contact Jennifer Livingstone on 

0300 028 0101 or email at livingstonej@activestirling.org.uk 

 

Ends  

 

Active Stirling  

Marketing Manager  

Jane Neal  

0300 028 0023 

No 23, 15 Borrowmeadow Road  

Stirling  

FK7 7UW 
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Olympic Finn Class Scottish National 

Championships 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The 2011 Finn Scottish National Championships was once again held at the stunning location of Loch Venachar Sailing Club 

and could have been billed as a truly international event with competitors being of Scottish, English, Danish and South African 

nationalities which added to a great weekend both on and off the water. 

 

The forecast of 12- 15 knots of wind with sunny conditions made for excellent conditions and with the first race getting under-

way on the Saturday with the Oscar flag flying, the leading competitors entertained the spectators with some pumping and rock-

ing right on the edge. Race 1 had four different leaders at some point as the wind swung across 30 degrees which made it chal-

lenging with John Deleeuw of the home club taking the gun in the first race followed by Finn newcomer Dave Love in Second. 

 

Races 2 and 3 where started with no Oscar flag flying as the wind had dropped to around 10 knots and Russ Ward worked out a 

lead of about a minute in both races to take the gun with Greg Shaw second and John Deleeuw third in both races. 

 

With the conditions excellent for sailing the race officer decided to put a fourth race in on the Saturday which was won in fine 

style by Kevan Gibb of Largo Bay a newcomer to the fleet from the Solo class who benefitted from his lighter weight as the 

wind dropped with Russ Ward second and John Deleeuw third. 

 

5th 

Dave Love 

Srathclyde SC 

Silver Medal 

John De Leeuw 

Loch Venachar 

Gold Medal 

Russell Ward 

Loch Venachar 

Bronze Medal 

Greg Shaw 

Loch Venachar 

6th 

Bjorn Hanjoi 

Strathclyde SC 
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The now traditional Finn Dinner at the Lade Inn was an excellent and very enter-

taining event with the International humour flowing along with the real ales that 

the Inn is famous for. 

 

Sunday dawned with the Loch looking like a mirror but the race officer delayed 

the start of race 5 until 11.30 by which time a steady 8-10 knots has blown in and 

held for the rest of the event. 

 

Race 5 was won by John Deleeuw with Greg Shaw second and Russ Ward 3rd 

which now set up a great final race as Russ needed to ensure he finished in the 

top 2 with John not winning in order to maintain his lead on the Championship 

and take the event overall. 

 

Race 6 got underway with Russ sitting to Johnôs windward side on the start 

which ensured John could not make the pin end and had to gybe away at the gun. 

The early race leader was Kevan who held on to his lead as Russ covered Greg 

up the beats from his position in 2nd. John caught Greg at the second windward 

mark but a collision between the two as they fought for water at the mark result-

ing in Johnôs tiller breaking with his subsequent retirement left Greg to chase 

Russ down wind with the breeze filling in from behind. Russ and Greg then 

matched race each other on the final 2 laps leaving Kevan to sail off to win race 6, with Russ holding on to 2nd with Greg 

3rd. 

 

Overall results left Russ Ward crowned Scottish National Champion with 6 points followed by John Deleeuw in 2nd on 8 

points closely followed by Greg Shaw in 3rd on 9 points leaving a clean sweep for the three Finn sailors from the home club. 

 

 

Overall Results:- 

 

 

1st    Russ Ward ï Loch Venachar S C 

2nd   John Deleeuw ï Loch Venachar S C 

3rd    Greg Shaw  -  Loch Venachar S C 

4th    Kevan Gibb ï Largo Bay S C 

5th    David Love -  Strathclyde Loch S C 

6th    Bjorn Hanghoj ï Strathclyde Loch S C 


