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What a wonderful week !

May 2011

I've been lucky enough to
be on holiday this past week
and the weather has been
tremendous. Even better, it
looks like it might just hold
into next week and the first
of the Wednesday Series
races on 4™ May. Keith is
down as Race Officer and
I'm listed for the patrol
boat and really looking
forward to it.

Wednesday evening racing tends to be very laid
back, start times being a bit flexible - the
handbook says “ho earlier than 7pm", which
really means "start delayed until maximum
number of boats on the water” ! Finish times
have to be flexible too, as the wind has been
known to die on the second lap.

The remainder of the Wednesday duties have
been left blank as we really just need folk to
turn up as they are available. Great chance to
have a shot as race officer without any
pressure (the computer does the start - you
note the lap times - can it get any easier !) or
gain practice time on the patrol boats.

Looking on through May, hopefully the club will
be busy with Beginners Courses on 7/8™
and14/15™ and the Spring
Series races each Sunday.
Also note the "Cake and
Tiller" afternoon on the
21°". It's a pretty full
programme.

Further ahead, the club is
holding it's annual "Come
and Try" day on Sat 4™
June. This event is as about
attracting people into
sailing in general, rather
than a recruitment drive for LVSC. So if you
know anyone who has a "wee notion” to try
sailing, please invite them along. Posters will be
available on the club website. Volunteers
required to helm club boats, provide teas and
coffees, and to
organize the queues.
E-mail me
alex@venachar.org.uk
if you can help.

Alex

Contacts:

Commodore Alex Hood 01786 833915
Secretary Katie Fox 01786 842101
Training Patricia Collins 01786 834028
Venews Greg Shaw 01259-752769

alex@venachar.org.uk
secretary@venachar.org.uk
bookings@venachar.org.uk

finnracing@btinternet.com
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Hi to all our members.

| hope you have been enjoying this marvel-
ous Spring weather as much as | and some yinw st
others, also many visitors. The sailing has S o
been really top quality, lets go for keep- LR e
ing it that way for the season. LA e RN

The club has run a highly successful Spring
Regatta, 15 L2Ks on the water and a viable AN
mixed fleet. A bit embarrassing to see vis- R / b RN
iting Feva's on our water while our four : "
sat in the boat park.

Well done to all who helped out and par-
ticularly to your club secretary, who car-
ried the catering burden almost single handedly. If you want to keep her
you had better help her.

The club racing season is up and running with reasonable attendances so
far. In this light I would like to remind you all that the ins and outs

of running club races (as with everything else about how the club
operates) is fully covered in your handbook. If you read it you won't

need to ask daft questions, lol.

Let me cover a few: -

1. What is on today? - read the handbook/website/notice board

2. How many races are there today? - read the handbook/website/notice
board

3. What time is the first race? - Race Officer decides - read notice

board. Handbook gives NOT BEFORE times.

4. What time is the next race? - read the notice board.
5. What is the course? - read the notice board.
6. Where is the start line (finish line)? - read handbook and notice

board on day.
A couple of things aspiring racers should be aware of : -

The horn sound is only to draw attention to a signal being made, it is

the flag shown that gives the information that you need to know. My mes-
sage is learn your flags. | am still doing it, but try to do one each

race, oh and stick a flag chart on yer boat.



do not get huffy if someone shouts at
you on the water. There are rules of the
road on the water just as there are in
driving cars, if you gonna be on the wa-
ter you need to learn these. If racing
then there are the racing rules to learn
also. But not to panic, because we are a
friendly, family oriented club that

Fully understands this learning process.
To be honest | think it is the develop-
ment of the tadpoles splashing at the
waters edge, through jumping off moored
boats, developing confidence in water
and with people of all ages, through to
gaining life and certificated skills and
abilities that will serve them well in

their future - that's why | am a member.

Sorry, digressed there a bit, If someone shouts, it is to ENSURE THEY ARE
HEARD. So for everybody's sake, shout when you have something to say, it could
save a life.

Race Officers - with these questions in your competitors minds, what do you
need to do?

- provide the information clearly and in good time, on the
notice board and in any other way appropriate. Ring the bell, hoot the horn,
shout.

And RECORD, please, pretty please.

Keith Wilson
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SPRING REGATTA 2011

LASER 2000 FLEET

BRONZE MEDAL GOLD MEDAL SILVER MEDAL
Dave & Kate Eccles Robert McCulloch & Alma Cadzow lain & Sarah Yardley
(Bala Sailing Club) (Loch Venachar SC) (Leigh & Lowton SC)

RS FEVA FLEET

SILVER MEDALS GOLD MEDALS BRONZE MEDALS
Sophie Thomson & Zoe Duprey  Christopher Kilgour & Stuart Donaldson ~ Tara Coldwell-Brock & Roison Fleming
(SYC) (Prestwick Sailing Club) (Portobello Sailing Club)

GENERAL HANDICAP

FLEET
BRONZE MEDAL GOLD MEDAL SILVER MEDAL
Michael Gotz Greg Shaw Russell Ward

(Loch Venachar SC) (Loch Venachar SC) (Loch Venachar SC)



Annandale Optimist and Topper Traveller

Well, the first Oppy/Topper traveller of the sea-
son has come and gone. Over the dry and often
sunny weekend of the 16th and 17th April, six
LVSC sailors, three Optimist and three Topper,
joined a fleet of over fifty sailors split across re-
gatta and race fleets. It was a great weekend's
sailing and they acquitted themselves well. No tro-
phies but some good results and much progress
made.

For the Optimist fleet it was all new...Not just the first of the season but the
first ever, and it was exciting to

see them put into practice the skills learned at last year's ELVs sessions and
the winter's IOCA race training.

Looking forward to more of the same as the season continues. Let's hope the
weather continues to be so kind!

As you should have seen from my raft of recent emails, the next ELVs session
for Oppy sailors at Loch Venachar will be on the 8th May... Please let me know
if you're coming along as it'll help plan what we do!

Willcam Garburton
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The Quarter Master

(HE QUART ER DECK

24 Do you know your Rules?
== Are the following statements true or false?

/

You will need a copy of 2009-2012 RRS

The Racing Rules of Sailing begin to apply between boats before their warning signal.
A boat cannot be penalized under the racing rules unless she is racing.

When you are racing and you witness a competitor foul a cruising boat, you are not permitted to protest the com-
petitor for that incident.

When a boat that is racing meets a boat that is cruising under sail, the racing boat has right of way.
When two boats are tacking at the same time, the one that passed head to wind first has right of way.

When a port-tack boat (A) crosses ahead of a starboard tack (B), B is not permitted to change course if, as a result,
A would have to change her course immediately to keep clear.

If a right-of-way boat fails to avoid contact when possible, she will not be penalized under rule 14 (Avoiding Con
tact) unless there is serious damage.

When right of way changes hands, the new right-of-way boat must always give the other boat room to keep clear.
Whenever a right-of-way boat changes course during a race, she must give the other boat room to keep clear.
Rule 14 (Avoiding Contact) applies all the time during a race.

On a reach, a boat can sail below her proper course when there are boats overlapped to leeward of her.

On a beat to windward, a boat cannot sail below her proper course when there is a leeward boat within 2 lengths.

When a port-tack boat (A) is ducking to pass behind a starboard tacker (B), B cannot change course if as a result A
would have to change her course immediately to keep clear.

The 'buoy room' rule (18) does not apply when boats are on opposite tacks.

Boats may be "about to round" a mark before they reach the 'zone.'

You cannot hail for room to tack at an obstruction unless you must make a substantial change of course to clear it.
If there is reasonable doubt that a boat obtained or broke an overlap in time, it shall be presumed that she did not.
You are not permitted to interfere with a boat on another leg of the course.

If a leeward inside boat has "luffing rights," she does not have to jibe at a mark to sail her proper course.

You can hail for room to tack at an obstruction only if you are sailing a close-hauled course.




